
History 

The Briggs family of Burlington purchased Robinson’s Point and built the main building 
as a hotel in 1903. Embodying true Turn-of-the-Century charm, the property was 
named the Island Villa Hotel and soon became a spot frequented by the “who’s who” 
of the Northeast. The Island villa had the rare (for the times) luxuries of electricity and 
running water, and had the good fortune to emerge contemporaneously with the 
Rutland railroad on the island. These factors proved the perfect complements to the 
beautiful property, and this Vermont getaway became an irresistible lure for city folk 
from Philadelphia, Boston, New York and more. Summer camps provided those with 
children a place to deposit them, thought they were more than welcome at the hotel. 
An enormous garden provided vegetables for the whole season, and a farm across the 
road provided fresh eggs and cream. Meats were bought locally, and guests often had 
their fishing catches prepared for their evening meal. Food was kept fresh in an 
icehouse that would be filled with so much ice from the lake in the winter that it would 
last all summer. Flower gardens adorned the property and provided lavish centerpieces 
for the tables at dinner where men were required to wear coats and ties and the 
women wore evening gowns. During the day, however, practicality reigned and the men 
were allowed in the dining room for lunch in their fishing clothes. The large central 
fireplace was a gathering spot after dinner where the ladies would meet to sew 
together, and the men would often play card or board games.


The Sisters of Mercy, a Catholic order, purchased the property in 1956 and opened it 
as a summer camp for girls in the summer of 1957. Many of the sisters from the order 
taught in the Burlington area catholic schools, and would spend summers as 
instructors at the camp. Marycrest was one of the Sisters’ leading ministries and was 
seen as a way to offer a camp experience primarily to Vermont girls. Marycrest hosted 
thousands of young girls in their summer programs from 1957 through 1993, many of 
whom would not have been financially able to attend summer camp. The Sisters of 
Mercy came to realize in 1992 that they could no longer support the property. 
Marycrest was then purchased by a charitable buyer in 1996 who later donated it to 
the Preservation Trust of Vermont.


In early 1998, the process of restoring the facility began. After assessing the viability of 
converting the existing facility, considerable research was done as to what use would 
best serve the mission of the Preservation Trust, and the decision to create a meeting 
and event facility was made. In doing so, the Preservation Trust has preserved one of 
Vermont and Lake Champlain’s waterfront treasures, while also providing a venue to 
support other Vermont communities and organizations in their preservation efforts.


Long-term ownership of a historic property and operation of public facilities were a first 
for the Preservation Trust, which usually helps others with acquisitions and restoration. 
The success of this project shows how the goals of preservation can benefit a wide 
range of interests. While taking on this responsibility has been a significant undertaking 
for the Preservation Trust, it has provided us with an incredible opportunity to protect a 



special landscape and substantial frontage on Lake Champlain, and to restore and use 
an important historic building for a wide range of activities.


The Preservation Trust teamed up with a Burlington restaurateur and inn owner, to run 
the day-to-day operations. This operation was successful for 20 years.  All but the third 
floor are now fully rehabilitated, and until the summer of 2020, the Lake House was 
used as a popular wedding venue and for retreats and training with special emphasis 
on nonprofit users.


Since the rehabilitation, the Preservation Trust of Vermont has hosted two-day retreats 
for volunteers who are working on community preservation projects. The retreats are 
tied closely with the work of the organization’s Field Services Program. The Field 
Services Program provides direct assistance to groups undertaking community 
preservation projects. The retreats are a way to bring together  community groups 
working on similar kinds of projects. A goal is to have a good mix of interesting projects 
at different points along their timeline. The retreats allow participants to mentor each 
other, connect with technical assistance providers and funders, learn that they are not 
the only ones working on very challenging projects, and see that they are all part of the 
process of building better communities and helping to protect the character of 
Vermont.  Other non-profit organization have also used the Lake House for retreats, 
board meetings, strategic planning meetings, celebrations, etc. Providing for 
community use of the Grand Isle Lake house is a key element of our organizational 
mission.  


