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Birchdale Camp 
at Journey’s 
End, Grafton

P
TV’s Eric Gilbertson likes to say that Birchdale Camp in Grafton is the 
only African American site that has been saved, in part, by an endangered 
plant. If it weren’t for finding the northeastern trout lily on the parcel, 
funding from US Fish and Wildlife to purchase the property and protect 
the endangered plant (found only in beaver habitat) would not have 

happened. A subsequent environmental assessment concluded that Birchdale Camp 
was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. This in turn led to several 
state entities collectively agreeing to preserve the property for the public.

Birchdale Camp was part of Journey’s End, the Turner Family Homestead. Alec 
Turner was an escaped slave who settled on this property after the Civil War and 
raised 13 children on their nearby homestead. In the mid-1980s, Jane Beck, founder 
of the Vermont Folklife Center, recorded over 60 hours of Alec’s daughter Daisy’s 
reminiscences and family narrative. Daisy’s captivating account covers slavery, 
plantation life, escape, the Civil War, moving north, battling racism, buying land, 
and settling on this hilltop farmstead. Daisy’s own life story is one of discrimination, 
resilience, and strength—a powerful and rare account of the African American 
experience in New England. 

Turner family lore suggests Birchdale Camp was built around 1910. The building 
shares much in common with vernacular structures from the Piedmont region of 
Virginia where Alec was enslaved. Scholars believe that Alec designed Birchdale to 
resemble these buildings from his youth. It served an important role in the economy 
of the Turner farm, bringing in needed cash from hunters who stayed in the fall 
and from tourists who visited in the summer. Birchdale Camp is the last standing 
structure at Journey’s End.

With the support of many partners and funders, the Preservation Trust of 
Vermont raised $245,000 to clean up the site, improve access, restore the building 
exterior, and install interpretive signs, ensuring that the tangible heritage of an 
African American presence here persists into the future. The property is now owned 
by the Windham Foundation.

ABOVE: PTV staff member Eric 
 Gilbertson chats with David Rogers, 
a descendent of the Turner Family 
who lives in Grafton.

ABOVE, RIGHT: Daisy Turner

ON THE COVER: 
Vermont General Stores are 
 important places for rural residents 
to buy necessities and connect with 
their neighbors. With the impact 
of Covid-19 being felt across our 
state, these places serve an even 
more critical role in keeping our 
 communities strong.

Photos by Jude Domski,  
Meg Campbell, Marybeth Redmond, 
VT Folklife Center
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October 2020

Last August, members of the PTV family gathered on the porch of the Grand Isle 
Lake House, imagining an upcoming year of joyous 40th anniversary celebrations. 
We looked forward to sharing our gratitude with the many friends and partners 

who have made our work — to save buildings, while building community — possible.
Little did we know how much would change in the coming months. In September, 

our hearts broke as we faced the loss of our founding director, Paul Bruhn. By March, 
the worldwide pandemic reached Vermont and our social and economic worlds turned 
upside down. In June, social unrest across the nation gave us pause to think about historic 
preservation and the role it plays in moving to a racially just nation. 

For PTV, the past year might best be described as one of reflection, adaptation, 
and compassion. We have been buoyed by the outpouring of support for our loss of 
Paul. While managing more than $1 million of new grant funds, our staff has expertly 
adapted to delivering field services in new ways. We have been collectively humbled and 
challenged in the examination of our efforts to be more inclusive and action oriented 
when it comes to diversity: we have much work to do. 

Concurrently, our board has seamlessly implemented a leadership transition plan. 
We are thrilled to welcome Ben Doyle aboard as PTV’s next president! Raised in the  
Northeast Kingdom, Ben has a deep love of Vermont and has been a longtime partner 
and supporter of PTV’s work. Bright, engaging, and thoughtful, Ben comes to us with a 
healthy dose of optimism and excitement about the future.

 Someone recently said, “Preservation is not about the past, it’s about the future.” As 
these pages attest, we have much to be proud of. With Ben’s leadership, PTV is moving 
forward with our trademark tenacity to take on the tough projects that will strengthen 
Vermont communities. As we recover from the health, social, and economic impacts of 
the pandemic, PTV will be 
more relevant than ever. 

Our whole team is grateful 
for the ongoing support we 
receive from the many, many 
friends and partners of PTV. 
We simply couldn’t do our 
work to save buildings while 
building community without 
you. Thank you!

Liz Gamache
Interim President
On behalf of the PTV Board 
of Directors and Staff
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“Paul Bruhn was one of the finest Vermonters I ever worked 
with and one of the best friends Marcelle and I have ever had. 
He was a champion of historic preservation and leaves our 
state a legacy that is preserved in brick, mortar, stone, and 
wood. Paul knew that historic preservation is not a cost for 
saving the past, but a wise investment in the future.” 

— Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT)  

P
Comments by Neale F. Lunderville, 
Chair of the  Preservation Trust of 
Vermont Board of Directors,  
delivered at Paul’s memorial service, 
October 2019.

aul is legend. Several of his friends 
have described him as a rock star. 
In the world of preservation, he was 
John, Paul, George, and Ringo rolled 
into one. A Paul Bruhn visit to a 
community wasn’t complete without 
legions of fans fawning over him. 

Of course, this was ironic, as Paul 
never sought the limelight for him-
self, much more comfortable a step or 
two behind the main attraction.  

Whenever Paul was up to some-
thing, his eyes would twinkle – which 
is to say, his eyes always twinkled. 
There was starlight within him, galax-
ies burning bright, warming us with 
his radiance. 

When I met Paul for the first 
time and he described the work 
of  Preservation Trust, I thought to 

 myself, like the young fool I was, 
“Why does this guy want to save all 
of these old buildings? What is so 
special about a shabby town hall, 
a dilapidated summer camp, or a 
 falling-in horse barn?”

Are they beautiful to look at? Some 
are, some aren’t. 

Are they architecturally significant? 
Mostly yes, but not always.

Are they historically relevant? 
Sometimes yes, sometimes no. 

Just what is the thread that ties his 
work together? 

Although often beautiful, architec-
tural, and historic, Paul’s buildings 
have never been fine art to admire 
from a distance: they are the places 
that draw us in, the spaces where we 
live as a community — the muddy 
boots of March town meetings and 
plastic forks of pot pie suppers — 
where we shop and where we pray, 
where we break bread and share a 
laugh, where we convene in times of 
great grief and times of great joy. We 

need look no further than here in the 
grand space. Paul’s life work has al-
ways been about bringing us together. 

Paul poured his starlight into two 
great endeavors: his friends, of which 
he had many, and the Preservation 
Trust, which he raised from the 
ground up alongside many others too 
numerous to list. 

Paul built the organization strong. 
He fostered partners and formed 
networks. He went in for block-
busters and smaller hits alike: from 
the Grand Isle Lake House to the 
Guilford Country Store, from The 
Left Bank in North  Bennington to 
the Brighton Town Hall in Island 
Pond. Paul knew that the old bones 
of a building speak wisdom to its new 
occupants, and these stories are  
worth saving. 

Over nearly 40 years, PTV’s proj-
ects now number in the thousands. 
There’s not a Main Street in Vermont 
that has not been shaped by Paul’s 
deft hands. 

Remembering 
Paul A. Bruhn
–
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The Paul A. Bruhn Fund

We are so grateful for the outpouring of memorial gifts from supporters every-
where who appreciated Paul’s work and its impact on our beautiful state.  

With a sense of gratitude, and our intention to continue PTV’s work in the future, 
the board of directors established the Paul A. Bruhn Fund to support social, his-
toric, architectural, cultural, and economic vitality in the State of Vermont. These 
grants and awards will honor Paul’s commitment to community and gathering 
places, town and village centers, Vermont history and architecture, the land-
scape, and Vermont’s people.

Encouraged by your spontaneous giving, we have set a goal of $1 million that 
will be invested to provide ongoing income for projects, but which also may be 
tapped for critical community and preservation needs. We welcome donations to 
this fund, to honor Paul’s lifetime of work and to assure PTV’s thoughtful role in the 
sustainability of this wonderful place we love.

I’ve been asked in recent weeks: 
What will happen to the  Preservation 
Trust now that Paul has passed? For 
Paul, the Preservation Trust was 
never, ever about him; it was about 
you — all of you, and all of  Vermont. 
 Because of Paul’s extraordinary 
efforts, because he taught us and 
nurtured us, and because of the inspi-
ration he planted in our hearts, PTV 
is stronger than ever, and its work 
— really, our work — will grow and 
thrive for generations to come. 

I’ll close on this thought: Like you, 
I miss Paul terribly. He was my dear 
friend and mentor. Over the years, 
we hatched dozens and dozens of 
schemes, even a couple that actually 
worked. 

One morning, as we plotted over 
breakfast, about three hot teas in to 
the conversation, he paused, looked 
over his glasses, and asked me in a 
serious tone: “Have you ever been 
to the Maine coast? Have you ever 
heard the waves crashing on the 
rocks?” I said yes, but he pressed on, 
“Is there a better sound in the world 
than the waves against the rocks?” 

Without waiting for my response, 
he leaned back in his chair, almost 
closed his twinkling eyes, and a big, 
beatific smile spread across his face. 
He was there, in that rhapsody. 

It was the same face he had as he 
watched Whale Dance being installed 

in Randolph in this past July. Did he 
hear the waves then as well?

For years, I pondered the meaning 
of that conversation. Why did a man 
who I think of as Mr. Vermont so 
love the sound of the roiling sea?

When I heard the news of Paul’s 
passing, my thoughts went to him 
at peace, sitting at the Driftwood 
Inn on Bailey Island listening as the 
foamy Atlantic swells crashed against 

the coast. And then I understood. 
Paul was a force of nature. The 

crashing waves were the voice of his 
soul. We were swept up in his mighty 
current, his tireless unbounded 
 energy, and let the waters of his love, 
his kindness, and his inexhaustible 
spirit carry us out to sea. We have 
been blessed with this incredible gift. 

We are Paul’s legacy and we will 
carry on.

With support from the Vermont Community Foundation, PTV commissioned artist Jim 
 Sardonis to create and install “Whale Dance” in July 2019. The installation is the culmi-
nation of a multi-year effort to conserve in perpetuity the land around Exit 4 in Randolph, 
VT. Paul had long dreamed of a time when the whales’ tails would once again grace 
the landscape at this site. Just two months before his death, Paul’s dream came true.  
It stands now as a gift to all of Vermont.
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Robert Sincerbeaux Fund Grants

Named for our first benefactor, the Robert Sincerbeaux 
Fund grants provide a little seed money and a lot of encour-
agement to help projects get off the ground. The Sincerbeaux 
grants are used for conditions assessments or any other tech-
nical assistance, such as organizational development, project 
planning, fundraising consultation, feasibility assessment, 
and  other project development activities. Since March 2020, 
we have also made several grants for Covid-19 relief efforts, 
including partnerships with Rural Vermont, NOFA, the 
High Meadows Fund, Maine Streets Alliance, and Lamoille 
 Restorative Center, to support farmers’ markets, businesses, 
and downtowns. From July 2019 through June 2020, 
PTV supported 56 projects with Sincerbeaux grants.

Thetford Hill Church, Thetford

This is the kind of community that supports the 
1787 Thetford Hill Church: Faced with the 
need to lower and level a dirt floor in prepara-

tion for the 2012 installation of a new heating system, 
church members of all ages — armed with nothing more 
than shovels and 5-gallon buckets — shoveled, filled, 
and drove away five dump trucks full of dirt. The new 
heating system successfully installed, the congregation 
turned their attention upward and began considering 
energy improvements in the attic and addressing deteri-
orating plaster work on the sanctuary ceiling. Through 
the Robert Sincerbeaux Fund, PTV helped them get 
specialized professional assessments for both projects. 
Led by church member David Hooke, a timber framer 
and self-proclaimed sucker for big community projects, 
the church finds having a plan in hand empowering and 
is eager to fundraise for the project. A community that 
typically uses their church building seven days a week for 
for such activities as a daycare, Al-Anon groups, piano 
lessons, choral concerts, the Thetford Academy grad-
uation, weddings, funerals, migrant justice work, and 
more, will get this done in the way they know best: one 
bucket at a time. 

Preservation Field  
Services Program
Through our team of field service representatives, 
PTV provides guidance to individuals and organiza-
tions involved in historic preservation projects. In 
addition to direct technical assistance from our field 
staff, the program offers small grants for consul-
tants to bring specialized skills to a project, including 
fundraising consultation, engineering and conditions 
 assessments, accessibility planning, collection care, 
and business planning services. From July 2019 
through June 2020, PTV has provided assistance to 
237 projects in 148 communities. 

Thetford Hill Church
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Barn Assessment Grants

Like our Robert Sincerbeaux Fund grants, our Barn Assessment Grant 
Program offers small planning grants to help with conditions assessments for 
 historic barns. These grants connect barn owners with barn experts to help 
 understand and prioritize repair and restoration. These assessments are essen-
tial if barn owners wish to apply for funding through the State of  Vermont 
Barn Grant  Program. From July 2019 through June 2020, PTV has 
awarded 11 Barn  Assessment Grants. 

Baird Farm, North Chittenden

Bob Baird’s goal is to leave his family farm in as good shape or 
better than it was when he started there 50 years ago. Purchased by 
his grandparents 102 years ago, the farm had a dairy herd, selling 

butter locally and then producing commodity milk. The cows were sold 
in 1996, and Bob and his wife, Bonnie, raised dairy replacement heifers 
for the next 15 years. The open land is now used for hay production and 
pasturing beef cattle. The Bairds, along with their daughter, Jenna, and 
her partner, Jacob, have continued to run the Baird Farm maple sugaring 
operation. Bob is currently working on a transition plan for the property. 
His concern for the c.1820/1850 barns compelled him to contact PTV in 
2019. PTV granted matching funds for a barn conditions assessment.  
The report provided crucial structural and cost information to enable 
him to successfully apply for a Division for Historic Preservation grant 
to replace the roof. Though it is unclear what the future holds for this 
barn, the new roof will provide safe shelter for everything underneath it, 
effectively protecting the barn as the Bairds discover what comes next. In 
addition, the assessment provided motivation for Bob, his wife, and their 
two daughters and their partners to engage in meaningful discussions and 
begin to plan for the future of the entire farm. With such thoughtful care, 
the barn will easily last for another 50 years.

Karen Lane

Baird Farm

One day in the late 1990s, a friend came 
running into the Aldrich Public Library 
where Karen was the head librarian. “They 
are emptying out the Old Labor Hall!” 
Karen’s jaw dropped. She panicked and 
raced across town to the simple red brick 
building. People were removing items 
from the attic and loading them into trucks 
that were being driven to the landfill in 
Coventry. It was a tragic day. 

Karen wasn’t able to save those items, 
but she (and others) did save the Socialist 
Labor Party Hall, a building built by Italian 
immigrants that embodies the radical 
heritage and strength of working-class 
movements during the early 20th century. 
Today, the building is a National Historic 
Landmark and is an active community 
gathering place.

For Karen, the role that PTV played in 
funding a conditions assessment grant 
and supporting her group at preservation 
retreats got them on the right path from 
the beginning. PTV also connected 
them with Tom Keefe, whose long-term 
guidance as their project architect 
became vital to their success. “PTV plays 
a unique role in Vermont and inspires 
communities all across the state to honor 
our architectural heritage. Once you 
know the details and the players, you can 
understand how it enriches the community 
and what made our places self-sufficient. 
Cherishing buildings builds community. 
The place we live is so special, to us and 
to our children.”
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Preservation Grants in Partnership 
with the Freeman Foundation

Through our decades-long partnership with the Freeman 
Foundation, PTV has been able to grant more than $12 
million to preservation projects in every county in the state 
of Vermont. These projects represent more than $140 million 
in total project costs. At present, preservation grants are 
available to nonprofit organizations and municipalities 
for rehabilitating historic buildings in Orleans, Essex, and 
Caledonia Counties. From January 2018 through June 
2020, PTV has awarded a total of $410,000 in preserva-
tion grants for 10 projects. 

Circus Smirkus, Greensboro

There is nothing more magical than the center 
ring of a circus, especially Vermont’s own Circus 
Smirkus. Much of what happens leading up to 

a performance takes place at their Greensboro campus. 

Administratively, they have their own center ring: the  
c. 1850 Lonegren House, which provides summer dwell-
ing for both the camp director and the assistant director, 
as well as administrative meeting space, storage, and a 
connector to the dining hall. A PTV conditions assess-
ment in 2017 showed that the windows, porch, pillars, 
and roof were all in need of restoration and  energy im-
provement. A $50,000 Preservation Grant helped Circus 
Smirkus finish the work, ensuring a comfortable, func-
tional, and safe hub for the hundreds of campers ages five 
through adult that come to the campus every summer. 
 
Northern Borders Regional  
Commission Grants

Through a unique partnership with four other northeastern 
states, PTV has received funding from the Northern Borders 
Regional Commission (NBRC) to support our efforts to use 
historic places to revitalize communities and provide work-
force development. The funding is targeted at communities 
that have been impacted by the decline of the forest product 
industries. From July 2019 through June 2020, PTV has 
granted a total of $285,000 for four NBRC projects.

Building Trades Program,  
Canaan High School

The dozen or so juniors and seniors who enroll 
yearly in Eugene Reid’s Building Trades Program 
at Canaan High School come with few skills and 

an attitude of “Let’s just bulldoze it.” But after 36 years 
of running this program, Reid knows that once they get 
into a project and see a curved wall or historic wood-
work, their attitude changes completely: they learn both 
hard skills (how to operate power tools, how to employ 
lead-safe practices, how electricity works) plus soft skills 
(show up on time, bring water, wear the right shoes). 
The fear then disappears, and they want to start restoring 
buildings on their own. The c.1870 Judge Ripley House 
in Colebrook, NH, (eight miles down the road) will be a 
different kind of project for the program, as the historic 
interior is intact, and the students will gain true interior 
restoration skills. In the end, most will go into a trade: 
carpenters, line men or women, electricians, roofers, 
cement workers. Through a unique partnership with the 

Circus Smirkus
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New Hampshire Preservation Alliance and funding from 
the Northern Borders Regional Commission, PTV has 
been able to grant $100,000 to support this workforce 
development project and the young people who benefit 
from it. 

The Space on Main, Bradford

Recently relocated back to the Northeast and 
working remotely for a firm in Seattle,  Monique 
Priestly found that she either needed to do 

something productive in town, or she needed to get out. 
Hill’s Five & Dime on Main Street, a gathering place 
that once offered a soda fountain, sewing supplies, a 
candy counter, books, toys, and more, was both empty 
and inspiring. Through encouraging conversations at a 
PTV Preservation Retreat with others trying to trans-
form their downtowns, support from Vermont’s Creative 
Network, and an overwhelmingly positive response from 
more than 300 community interviews, The Space on 
Main was born. Part co-working and part makers’ space, 
The Space on Main opened in October 2018. Today, the 
space is being used by a film production company, an 
organization building business accelerators for veterans, 
accountants providing seniors with free tax assistance, 
Code for Upper Valley working on food insecurity, and 
more. Through funding from the Northern Borders 
Regional Commission, PTV has granted The Space on 
Main $25,000 to add computers, soundproof phone 
booths, and media recording studio equipment, enabling 
them to offer increased programming for kids and adults 
and enhancements to support remote workers and virtual 
content delivery. It’s a true 21st-century gathering space.

Building Trades Program

The Space on Main
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Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grants

The Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grants Program is 
a federal grant program created by Senator Patrick Leahy 
(D-VT) aimed at supporting rural revitalization of historic 
properties of national, state, and local significance in order 
to restore, protect, and foster economic development in rural 
villages and downtown areas. Historically, town centers 
and villages were at the center of community life. Today, 
the Preservation Trust of Vermont works with groups that 
are committed to continuing that tradition and are  actively 
investing both time and money into restoring  centrally 
located buildings, such as granges, schools, downtown 
commercial buildings, churches, libraries, and more. From 
July 2019 through June 2020, PTV has awarded a total 
of $625,000 for seven Bruhn Historic Revitalization 
Grants.

Broad Brook Community  
Center, Guilford

Gail Nunziata recalls that at many of Guilford’s 
250th anniversary celebratory events in 2011, 
watching elderly members of their community 

ascend the stairs to the second-floor theater space of the 
Broad Brook Grange was painful. A building that had 
been for so many years the center of the social com-
munity of this small southeastern town was not equally 
serving all its residents. Still, enthusiasm for the town’s 

community was at an all-time high following the cele-
brations. So residents of Guilford invited the  Vermont 
Council on Rural Development to do a community visit 
to help articulate and shape their vision for the future. 
One thing the process identified was that the Grange 
building was the number-one asset of the town. Yet the 
financial structure of the Grange limited their ability to 
fundraise for capital improvements. Through a series of 
meetings and the wise counsel of former PTV president 
Paul Bruhn, a new group was formed that purchased the 
property in 2018 (granting the Grange forever use of 
the building), and the Broad Brook Community Center 
was born. Their phased approach to fundraising and 
reno vations — all while keeping the building open and 
operating — helped generate enthusiasm and support for 
their ambitious plans. A typical year now sees a healthy 
schedule of events, including dances, community sup-
pers, potlucks, game nights, theater, an apple pie social, 
and more. During the pandemic, the Guilford Food 
Pantry has used the center as a distribution hub, and the 
Broad Brook Community Center has made free wi-fi 
available from the safe space in the parking lot. A 2019 
Bruhn Revitalization Grant for $100,000 plus other 
funds will finally help address the needed code improve-
ments to make the building — and the second-floor 
theater space — safe and accessible for all.

Stone Valley Arts at  
Fox Hill, Poultney

If there can possibly be a bright side in Poultney 
to Green Mountain College’s closing and a global 
pandemic happening at the same time, it is that the 

new Stone Valley Arts at Fox Hill has had to dig deep, 
roll up their sleeves, and do some creative torch carrying. 
Following a generous donation of the former c.1820 
Masonic Hall to PTV from sisters Irene Minkoff and 
Rita Fucshberg and some hard work proving themselves, 
Stone Valley Arts acquired the building in 2018. Un-
der the leadership of director Erika Lawlor Schmidt, in 
their first 18 months they did as much as they could to 
provide opportunities for artists, students, and fami-
lies to attend classes, concerts, art shows, and literary 
and theater events. They discovered that engaging the 
abundance of local musicians, authors, and theater and 

Broad Brook  
Community Center
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dance companies, as well as creating participatory pro-
gramming like contra dances and community open mic 
nights has drawn big and diverse crowds to their venue. 
The pandemic has slowed things down, but their goal of 
making arts accessible to everyone has continued with 
front porch concerts,  gallery shows, a distance dance 
show, and hybrid online theater and children’s art classes. 
While the town (and the world) is in transition, Stone 
Valley Arts is hard at work using the arts to nurture and 
build trust among community members, many of whom 
are economically distressed and uncertain about the 
future. The Preservation Trust has helped with a Sincer-
beaux grant to support fundraising efforts. A $100,000 
Bruhn Revitalization Grant will support a new roof, and 
a $5,000 1772 Foundation grant will help with repairs to 
the front steps. 

Sheldon Store and Cafe, Rupert

Unsettled by local and national happenings in 
2016, Jane Davies felt compelled to do some-
thing good for the town she has called home 

for the past 20 years. She and others observed that there 
is no longer a place in Rupert where both generational 
residents and newcomers can gather. For nearly 100 
years, there was. The c.1890 Grange Hall and Farmers’ 
Exchange first served that purpose. The building was 

sold to the Sheldon family in the early part of the 20th 
century and was operated as a farmers’ exchange and 
then a general store until it closed in the 1980s. With 
the idea that this place could be revived, Jane came to a 
PTV fundraising retreat at the Grand Isle Lake House. 
Support from PTV helped the community organize the 
Rupert Village Trust and begin to raise money. The Vil-
lage Trust purchased the Sheldon Store property in 2019. 
A Bruhn Revitalization Grant of $100,000 will sup-
port structural, porch, and roof repairs, as well as some 
accessibility work. In the seven months of pre- pandemic 
operations, the coffee hours, board game nights, yoga 
classes, sewing classes, candy-making workshops, and 
other activities provided a place for more than just the 
Rupert residents but for residents of nearby towns, as 
well. Since March, volunteers have restored the gardens, 
and successful gatherings have been taking place out-
side. A few Rupert Village Trust members are making 
prepared meals and delivering them to those in need. 
A socially distanced crowd gathered to watch a recently 
downed cherry tree be milled into lumber. The wood is 
drying now and will be used to make furnishings for the 
community center when it reopens. Even though the 
building is not presently open, there is now a gathering 
place in Rupert. Stop by!

Stone Valley Arts

Sheldon Store
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Community Supported  
Enterprises (CSEs)

CSEs come in a variety of forms, including restaurants, 
general stores, cafes, and pubs, and reflect the needs of an 
individual community. Through a combination of fundrais-
ing and grants, communities are able to purchase real estate 
and equipment with little to no debt and lease the space at 
an affordable rate to the right operator for the job. CSEs 
reflect a community’s commitment to its long-term economic 
vitality, sense of place, and quality of life. From July 2019 
through June 2020, PTV has been actively working with 
Albany Community Trust, Elmore Community Trust, 
East Calais Community Trust, and Rupert Community 
Trust to save three general stores and open a cafe. PTV 
consulted with nine additional communities about the 
CSE model. 
 
1772 Foundation

The 1772 Foundation, based in Providence, RI, plays a 
leading role in promoting historic preservation nationwide. 
From July 2019 through June 2020, the 1772 Foun-
dation worked with the Preservation Trust of Vermont 
to administer grants totaling $100,000 to 11 historic 
preservation projects for building exteriors. 

Meeting House on the  
Green, East Fairfield

Some communities in Vermont suffer from too 
many historic buildings and not enough people to 
care for them. That was the case when two couples 

joined forces with the East Fairfield Community  Center 
to take on transforming the c.1865 Congregational 
Church into a social hub of the village. Renamed the 
Meeting House on the Green, the couples had years 
of experience as gatherers, musicians, and community 
leaders plus the confidence that it could be done. Yet 
things weren’t quite so straightforward. The broader 
community support to address much-deferred main-
tenance and  create a vibrant cultural space just wasn’t 
there. Thankfully, a $2,000 PTV grant in 2012 enabled 
them to get the electricity on and insure the building. 
A holiday concert drew bundled-up residents into the 
unheated building. Inspired by the beauty and usability 
of the space, residents became interested in coming back 
for more. Project managers Michele Bessette and Nancy 
Shaw attended several PTV Preservation Retreats at the 
Grand Isle Lake House and the momentum grew. Funds 
were raised to restore all of the big beautiful windows. 
A Vermont Arts Council grant enabled them to create 

an outdoor performance space and an 
accessible entrance ramp. Commu-
nity donations and fundraisers have 
generated over $60,000. A 2020 grant 
through PTV’s partnership with the 
1772 Foundation has enabled them 
to hire local contractors to paint the 
building.  Today, they have a volun-
teer crew of a dozen people who run 
a summer music series of eight to ten 
concerts and coordinate benefits for the 
library, the recreation committee, the 
food shelf, weddings, kids’ programs 
for the community center, and more. 
Residents of this rural community once 
believed culture was 40 miles down 
the road, but now the East Fairfield 
Meeting House shows that culture can 
happen on their very own green. Meeting House on the Green
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One of the core programs PTV offers communities is our Preservation 
Retreats at the Grand Isle Lake House. Preservation Retreats are an 
immersive adult learning experience designed to support anyone 

undertaking or considering a community development or historic preserva-
tion project. Participants present a challenge or issue that, once solved, will 
move their project forward. Each retreat offers an opportunity for informative 
group discussion with peers, funders, and technical support providers. From 
June 2019 through June 2020, PTV hosted five retreats at the Grand Isle Lake 
House, partnered in the Downtown Directors’ Retreat, and hosted two online 
retreats: Fundraising During Challenging Times and Energy Efficiency in 

 Historic Buildings. The retreats served 
188 individuals from 84 communi-
ties and engaged both statewide and 
national partners.

Biennially, we hold a statewide  Historic 
Preservation Conference in partner-
ship with the Vermont Downtown 
Program and present our Preservation 
Awards. We also publish the  Vermont 
Restoration Directory, a resource of 
preservation information and more 
than 50 preservation and restoration 
professionals. The directory is available 
online and in print form.

 

“All the good projects in Vermont have 
a thread back to the Preservation Trust 
of Vermont. You go back and find out 
how it started, and there was PTV.”

A graduate of Marlboro College and the 
School for International Training, Sara 
Coffey and her family relocated to southern 
Vermont after spending 25 years doing 
fundraising and production in New York for 
black artists and artists from the African 
Diaspora. She operated the Vermont 
Performance Lab until 2019 and now is a 
State Representative from Guilford. Sara 
got to know PTV through renovating an old 
house, the Broad Brook Community Center 
project in Guilford, and the Rural Economic 
Development Working Group bus tour of 
Vermont communities.

Sara is a champion for PTV’s Preservation 
Retreats. “In Vermont we don’t have too 
many billionaires. Projects have to cobble 
resources together. PTV helps make that 
possible by bringing people together. 
During the retreats you get to sit on the 
porch with people from the Division, the 
people who run the Tax Credit Program, the 
folks who run the funding programs, and 
other preservationists — all the people you 
need to help you think through a project. 
PTV has a beautiful way of understanding 
how Vermont communities work. No two 
communities are exactly alike, but we can 
learn from each other.”

Preservation Education  
Programs and Publications
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Advocacy

The Preservation Trust works with a variety of part-
ners to pass legislation and galvanize local advocacy to 
strengthen Vermont’s downtowns and village centers, and 
encourages legislative support for the Vermont Division 
for Historic Preservation and the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board. In 2019, PTV and the Windham 
Foundation hosted the first “Rural Economic Develop-
ment Working Group Listening Tour.” Designed to help 
legislators to gain a better understanding of issues facing 
rural businesses, the two-day bus tour visited businesses 
on the eastern side of Vermont and was attended by 24 
legislators. 

Historic Preservation  
Easement Program

The Preservation Trust of Vermont’s Easement Program 
began more than 20 years ago to preserve in perpetuity 
Vermont buildings with outstanding historical signifi-
cance. Many of our easements are a condition of grant 
funding and are held in partnership with the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board. PTV currently stew-
ards 74 easements that cover 113 buildings, 2 structures, 
and 3 archeological sites.

PTV Properties

At times, the Trust’s efforts to help communities require 
that we take the bold step of property ownership and 
stewardship. We currently own and steward three historic 
properties in Vermont: the Grand Isle Lake House 
in Grand Isle, Pierce’s Store in Shrewsbury, and the 
 Vermont Marble Museum in Proctor. While PTV holds 
the deed, the properties are leased to operators who work 
in close partnership to ensure the long-term viability of 
these special places.

Sprawl

In order to maintain Vermont’s development pattern 
of concentrated village centers surrounded by rural 
landscape, support small business owners, and promote 
economic development in our downtowns, PTV works 
with communities to oppose sprawl and encourage the 
proper scale and location of big-box development. In 
2019, we worked with community groups in Hinesburg 
and Randolph. 

Vermont Story Lab

With support from the Vermont Community Founda-
tion and other nonprofits and partners, the Vermont 
Story Lab helps organizations improve their storytelling 
ability to expand their reach and impact. PTV serves as a 
core partner and lead organization. In 2019–2020, VSL 
held one statewide summit and six online labs.  
www.vtstorylab.org.   

Additional Preservation Trust Programs and Projects

Vermont legislators and leaders participating in PTV- 
sponsored Rural Economic Development Working Group 
Listening Tour at the Vermont Glove factory in Randolph.

Vermont Marble Museum in Proctor
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Local Impact Investing
In May 2018, the PTV board of directors voted to embark 
upon “Local Impact Investing,” a process by which 5–10 
percent of PTV’s endowments could be used to make a local, 
high- impact investment for Vermont communities. Our goal 
is to help our communities thrive by directly supporting local 
enterprises that foster downtown and regional economic 
development. To date, we have supported one project in 
Vermont with a $100,000 investment: the Putnam Block 
in Bennington. 

Putnam Block, Bennington

For more than 40 years, the iconic 1870 Putnam 
Hotel at the “Four Corners” in the heart of 
Bennington has stood underutilized and largely 

vacant. For more than 15 years, Bill Colvin has been 
trying to do something about it, first as the director of 
development for the Town of Bennington and now as 
the assistant director of the Bennington County Regional 
Commission. Once a longstanding manufacturing town, 
Bennington is one of the older and poorer communities 
in the state. With each passing year, hope that someone 
would save this behemoth property would dim. After a 

series of stops and starts, a meeting of local institutional 
and business leaders spearheaded by  Colvin in February 
2016 put the project on its current path. Owning the 
fact that no one else was going to do this, the leaders put 
their brains and resources together, eventually designing 
one of the largest redevelopment projects in the state – 
78,000 sq. ft. and $30 million for Phase I – and certainly 
one of the most complicated, with 12 leadership equity 
partners, 21 separate funding sources, and more than 60 
community groups and members who have played a role 
in making it happen. PTV contributed $100,000 as part 
of its first- ever Local Impact Investing project.  When 
completed in the first quarter of 2021, the first floor will 
include spaces for public programming for Southwestern 
Vermont Health Care, offices for the Visiting Nurses 
 Association, the  Bennington Bookshop, a restaurant, a 
cafe, and additional retail. The upper floors will include 
31 residential units (including housing for Bennington 
College graduate students), the Bennington College 
Development offices, and the headquarters of GlobalZ. 
Not only will  Bennington have a new heart, but they will 
also have the knowledge and pride that thanks to their 
determination and hard work – and the financial support 
of so many – they made it happen themselves. 

Putnam Block
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS.  
WE COULD NOT DO THIS IMPORTANT WORK WITHOUT YOU.

Annual Fund  
Donors
7/1/19–6/30/20

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE

$10,000+
Mark and Ann Beams
Judith M. Buechner
Serena Hatch
Johnson Family Foundation
Mrs. Henry A. Jordan
Elizabeth Steele

$1,000–$9,999
Bob Weber, Accessibility Systems 
Anonymous (4)
Peter and Susan Brink
Paul Bruhn*
Walter Cerf Fund, Vermont  

Community Foundation
Community National Bank
Rolf Diamant and Nora Mitchell
Robert T. Foley
Christine Graham
Jerry Greenfield and  

Elizabeth Skarie
Hugh and Shana Griffiths
George Hall
Housing Vermont 
Louise and Peter Kelly
Rick and Martha Lapham
Neale Lunderville and  

Dennise Casey 
David and Lucy Marvin
Irene Minkoff
Michael and Sally Newbold
Doug Porter
Anne Reed
Charles and Anne Sincerbeaux
Katie Stuart-Buckley
Peter Swift and Diana McCargo
Charlie and Mima Tipper
Laura Trieschmann 
Mary Twitchell
John and Dale Wadhams
John and Linda Wulff

$500–$999
Anonymous
Herbert Britt
Chelsea Green Publishing
Don and Marty Dewees
Kevin and Carla Fitzgerald
Five Twenty-Five Foundation Fund, 

Vermont Community Foundation
Liz and Ted Gamache
Prospero B. Gogo and Amy Lilly
Henry “Jeb” Hart
Jennifer Hopkins
Peter and Lisa Kunin, Louise Judith and 

Edgar May Foundation
Betsy MacIsaac and Robert Goldberg
Archer Mayor
Ronald Miller
Joseph and Amy Morel
Lyssa Papazian
Jim and Judy Pizzagalli
Powell Family Charitable Trust
Susan and Walter Richter
Andrea Rogers 
William Roper and Barbara Ganley
Paula Routly 
Buzz and Betsy Schmidt
Peggy and Andy Shinn
Peter Shumlin and Katie Hunt
Ted and Kathy Truscott
Emily Wadhams
Susan Weber
Constance West

$250–$499
Anonymous
Alice and John Blount
Jim and Mary Cameron
Jane Davies
Caroline Donnan and John Evers
Maureen Dowling
Frances Foster
Freeman French Freeman, Architects
Elizabeth Gibson
Eric and Clara Gilbertson
Growald Family Fund, Inc.
Geordie and Suzanne Heller
Allan Hunt and Susi Taylor
Sandy and Ron Kilburn
Hon. Madeleine Kunin
Ann Lawless
Jan Lewandoski
David and Yesenia Major

Pillars of  
Preservation
Over our 40-year history, the 
 Preservation Trust of Vermont has 
been the appreciative recipient of 
many  generous lifetime gifts from our 
friends and partners. We’ve created 
the Pillars of Preservation as our way to 
recognize these donors and the lasting 
impact they have made on our work 
in Vermont. We also recognize those 
families and individuals who have 
indicated their  intention to provide a 
bequest or other planned gift in the 
future.  

Paul A. Bruhn*

Robert Fenix*

Margot George*

Christine Graham

Henry Jordan*

Charles and Anne Sincerbeaux

Robert Sincerbeaux*

Demaris Tisdale

If you have made arrangements for a 
planned gift to PTV or would like to 
discuss the ways you could do this, we 
welcome the opportunity to discuss it 
with you and would like to add you to 
the Pillars of Preservation. Thank you 
to all our donors, past, present, and 
future! 

*deceased
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Randy and Beverly* Major
Linda Markin and Marie LaPre Grabon
Marc and Christy Mihaly
Sarah Muyskens and Michael Green
Jane Osgood and Frederick Hilles
Josh and Julie Phillips
Andy and Jil Pomerantz
Mary Powell and Mark Brooks
Grant and Joanne Reynolds
Robert and Gail Schermer
Lawrence and Mary Schwanke
Selman/Ridgeley Family Trust
Philip and Marcia Steckler
Robert Summers and Orly Yadin
Gaye Symington and Chuck Lacy
Gerry Tarrant
Bruce Thompson
Mark Tolstoi
Town of Pawlet
Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional 

Commission
Richard and Corinne Wadhams
Londa Weisman
Peter Welch and Margaret Cheney
Denise and Roger Wheeler

$100–$249
Norman Akley
Dawn Andrews
Bob and Gretchen Babcock
Nancy Banks
Mary Beausoleil
Ben Benedict, H.H. Benedict,  

Architect
Peter and Caroline Bennett
Nancy and Mark Benz
Matthew Berkley
Michele Bessett and  

Robert Iwaskiewicz
Fred Bittner
Marilyn Blackwell
Eileen Blackwood and Lynn Goyette
Lynne Bond
Catherine Boyan
Bob and Maureen Brandt
Laurel Broughton
Conchessa Brownell
Kirk Bruns and Colleen Duffy
Jane Burkhardt
Bob and Beverly Camp
Phillip Camp
Meg and Donald Campbell

Gregory Carbin
Jack Carter
Christ Episcopal Church, Bethel, VT
Alan and Sandy Christensen
David Coates
Robert Cochran
Carole Cooke and Walter Ogier
Paul Costello
Pamela Daly
Beverly V. DeLaney
Katharine Dickenson
Doreen Dodson 
Jeremy and Claudia Dole
Sandy and John Dooley
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey
Annette Dykema
Jane Ewing
Gary Farrell
Stephen Ferber
William and Suzanne Flynt
Paul and Marsha Fonteyn
Virginia Freeman
Patsy and Patrick French
Bob and Sharon Fuehrer
Devon and Courtney Fuller
Mary Gade
Jim and Susan Gallagher
Jane Gardner
Gay and Lesbian Fund of Vermont
Audrey Graham
Ted and Barbara Graham
Deborah and Wayne Granquist
Green River Preservation Trust
Ann and Bob Hallowell
RAdm. and Mrs. Warren C. Hamm
Reed Hampton
Gordon and Mary Hayward
Cheryl and Edward Heneveld
Molly Higgins-Biddle
Melissa Hough
Susan Houston
Bill and Lucie Huckabay
Carol Irish and Peter Kassel
Frank and Elaine Ittleman
Penrose and Schuyler Jackson
Laura Jeffords
Kathryn Jorgensen
Robert Kaufman, Esq.
Martha Kelly
Constance Kenna
Rick and Sally Kerschner
Susan Klaiber and Molly Bidwell

“We can’t think of anybody we’d rather 
support. We look at what they do all 
around the state. It’s extraordinary. We 
can’t think of any other organization 
that comes close to it. We know the 
money we give will be well used, and 
we can see the results.”

Jeff and Linda Stewart’s love of Vermont 
began first with ski vacations, then with 
nearly 10 years of cycling trips around 
the back roads of the state with Vermont 
Bicycle Tours. Once resettled in Brandon 
in 2003, their introduction to PTV came 
through the community efforts to stop a 
supermarket and strip mall development 
that they believed would gut their village 
center. It became obvious to them that 
PTV’s focus wasn’t on buildings, but on 
building community. “I saw what could 
happen when everyone is working 
progressively to a clear goal. We feel it 
should be supported as best as we can.” 

Jeff and Linda have been involved in many 
local projects, including getting a new 
roof installed on the Brandon Methodist 
Church and keeping the Brandon Town 
Offices in town after Tropical Storm Irene. 
Jeff has joined PTV’s board, and they 
have participated in our annual bus trips 
witnessing PTV’s impact in every corner of 
the state.
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Curtis and Ed Koren
Frank Lee
James and Patricia Lee
Jane and Alan Lendway
Peter and Kathy Leonard
Robert Lloyd
John and Susan Louchheim
Alida Lund
Douglas and Nancy Manwaring
Tom Massoth
Margaret and John McBride
Christine McClain
Bob McCullough
Gloria and Bob McEwen
Peter and Bunny Merrill
Nick and Bridget Meyer
David Mook
John Moore
Thomas and Muriel More
Baird and Betsy Morgan 
Linda Morley
Eric and Dale Morse
Nick and Carol Muller
James A. Nelson and Andrea Murray
Newark Union Church
Phyl Newbeck
Mary and Christopher Osgood
Nancy Osgood
Eva Paquin
Karen Paul and Mark Saba
Peacham Historical Association
Dorothea and Paul Penar
Martha Perkins
Jess Phelps
Preservation Burlington
Wright Preston
Robert and Cathy Rachlin
Linda Ramsdell
David and Diana Raphael
John and Pam Rehlen
Richard Reidy
Jean Richardson
Chuck Ross
Arline and Barry Rotman
Jack and Mary Ryan
Jonathan Schechtman and  

Karin Davenport
Jeremy Schrauf
Brian and Elizabeth Searles
Christine Sears
Jerome and Diana Senturia
Ellen Shepheard
Jeff Shumlin and Evelyn Lovett
Brian Shupe and Valerie Capels
Andrew Siegel and Ene Piirak

Raymond and Linda Smith
Wilhelmina Smith
Ronni Solbert
Stephanie Spencer and Rolf Kielman
Charlotte Stetson
Susan Stillinger 
Estate of Carol Straus
Andrew and Jean Swayze
Harlan and Joan Sylvester
Frederic F. Taylor
Town of Jamaica
Town of Wallingford
Doug and Billie Tudhope
Jane Tylus and William Klein
Lynn Valenti
Scott Van Beck
Peter Van Buren and Martha Churchill
Katrina Van Dellen
VAPDA
Jean Vissering and Bob Klein
Jerald Ward and Abbe Meiling
Karina and Stuart Warshaw
Elsa Waxman
Tom and Carol Wells
Carol West
Gary West and Jay Seitz
Jay White
Johanna White
Charles and Sallie Willis
Mary Lou Willits and David Wright
Emily Winn-Deen
Anthony Wood
Amy Wright and Gil Livingston

$1–$99
Steve Aikenhead
Gail and Ken Albert
W. Thomas Anderson
Anonymous
Peter Anthony
Gary Apfel
Michael and Jean Audet
Michele and Brickett Bailey
Diana and Charles Bain
Betty Barba
Ed and Irene Barna
Frank Barrett
Susan and Brooks Barron
Elizabeth Bassett
Carolyn Bates
Jesse Beck 
Kathy Beyer
Jon Binhammer and Linda Garrett
Julia Blake

Joanna Bodenweber and Geoffry Fried
Elisabeth Bossi
Terrence J. Boyle and Robin Worn
Darby and Lissa Bradley
Gayl Braisted
Bob and Pat Burley
Mary Ann Butler
Ann and Duncan Campbell
Lyndon Carew, Jr.
John and Mary Carnahan
Josephine Carothers
Reed Cherington
Edward Chivers
Neil Clarke
David Coen and Sandra Berbeco
Art and Anne Cohn
Leigh and Chris Cole
Caitlin Corkins
Douglas Corkins
Lewis and Constance Counts
Ann and Barry Cousins
Ann Curran
Jean and Abbott Davis
Warren and Michelle Dean
Sally Deinzer
Susan Delattre
Charles Dewey
Nelson Dittmar
Elizabeth Dorminey
Ruth Drake
Robert and Katherine DuGrenier
John Dumville
Richard and Bonita Dundas
John Dunleavy
Karen and Holly Dustin
Lisa Duval
Margaret and Jim Eagan
Sylvia Ewerts
Jennifer Farrugia
Jim and Lyn Feinson
Jeffrey Fellinger and Katherine Sims
David and Carolyn Fenn
Peter and Marianne Flack
Abigail Foulk and Richard Wasserman
Harry Friedman
Peter Galbraith
Dena and Ed Garger
Leanne Garofolo
Elsa Gilbertson
Samuel and Sharon Glaser
Gregg Gossens
Peter and Pam Grace
Sandy and Peter Gregg
Sarah and Eric Hadd
Susan Haedrich
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Matthew Hannon and Linda Nagy
Robert and Karin Hardy
Haynes & Garthwaite Architects
Carolyn Heile
Nancy and David Higby
Carolyn Hignite
Roberta Horowitz
Robert and Deborah Hosier
Marie Howe
Philip and Audrey Huffman
Huntington Historical and  

Community Trust
Richard Hyman
Martha Illick and Terry Dinnan
Vickie Johnson
Ted and Jean Joslin
Jen and Bill Kaigle
Jeffrey Kantor J.D. Kantor, Inc.
Jean and John Kiedaisch
Peter and Anne Kreisel 
Alan and Jean Landis
Richard Lang
Jenna Lapachinski
Dennis Larrabee
Mary Layton
Sydney Lea and Robin Barone
Amy Leff-Temple
Barbara and Martin LeWinter
William Lipke*
Betty Ann Lockhart
Denis and Carolyn Lyster
Daniel and Jean Mackay
Dan Mallach
Bruce and Ellen Manwaring
Taffy and Hull Maynard
Kate McCarthy and Tom Leahy
William and Noella McGroarty
Sidney McLam and Jo Ann Maguire
Don and Evelyn McLean
Barry and Marcia Meinerth
Dwight Merriam
Steve and Patty Meyer
Andrea Morgante
Barclay and Ellen Morris
Sheila Morse
Liam and Laura Murphy
William Murray
John Newton
Robert Nielsen
Frank Olney
Gary and Nancy Olney
Elinor Osborn
Carol Barnard Ottenberg
Priscilla Page
Park House

Sarah and Alois Pattis
Pawlet Historical Society
Raymond Pecor, Jr.
Giovanna and David Peebles
Albert and Marcia Perry
Robert and Susan Pitiger
Evelyn Pitt
Plattsburgh Auto Group, LLC
Bill and Nancy Polk 
Alan Quackenbush
Jane Radocchia
Peter Regan
Cathy Reynolds and Doug Fontein
Peter Richardson
rk MILES
Andy Robinson and Jan Waterman
John and Katherine Roe
Margaret Roland
Mac and Bobbi Rood
Lisa Ryan and Amos Meacham
Ted and Kathy Sargeant
Thomas Scelfo
Bob and Martha Schoenemann
Barbara Calza Self
Elise Seraus
Nils Shenholm
Gerianne Smart
Chris Stanghellini
Dorothy Stanley
Tom and Cheryl Stelter
Rob Steuer 
Larry Sullivan
Meredith Sumner
Jim and Vicky Sutton
Richard Terrasi
Charles and Joan Tetzlaff
Susan Thomas
Alex Tolstoi
Town of Brighton
UBS Matching Gift Program
Jason Van Driesche
Ann Vanneman
John and Val Vincent
James West
Susan Wheeler
Helen Whyte and Ross McIntyre
Lillian Willis
Williston Historical Society
Sanford Witherell
Alexander and Vanessa Wolff
Ina and David Woolman
Rob and Meg Woolmington

*deceased 

Gifts to Preservation  
Trust Endowments
Pamela Daly
Pfizer Foundation Matching  

Gifts Program
Charles and Anne Sincerbeaux
Jeff and Linda Stewart

Grant Support
1772 Foundation
Daniel K. Thorne Foundation
Fountain Fund at the  

Vermont Community Foundation
Freeman Foundation
Johnson Family Foundation

“One of the great things about the Trust 
is that it is not bureaucratic. It is able 
to move quickly. It is informal, organic, 
and flexible. When it supports a project, 
the Trust is willing to affirmatively go 
for things to help it. For a community 
group of amateurs, the kind of support 
that PTV provides is a godsend. We 
raised money. PTV helped us learn how 
to do it. We organized ourselves. PTV 
helped us with that. It’s just wonderful. 
The Trust makes it happen.”

Marc Mihaly spent his career as an 
environmental lawyer in San Francisco 
before moving to Vermont to become dean 
of the Vermont Law School. He lives in East 
Calais and serves on the founding board of 
directors of the East Calais Community Trust, 
which recently raised funds to purchase 
and renovate the East Calais General Store. 
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National Park Service, Paul A. Bruhn 
Historic Revitalization Program

Northern Borders Regional  
Commission

State of Vermont, Division for  
Historic Preservation 

State of Vermont, Housing and  
Community Development

Vermont Housing and  
Conservation Board

Walter Cerf Fund at the  
Vermont Community Foundation

Windham Foundation

Paul A. Bruhn Fund
Virginia Adams
Trish Passmore Alley
Dawn Andrews
Anonymous (3)
Katherine Arthaud
Chuck and Deadra Ashton
Elizabeth Bankowski
Barnard Community Trust, Inc.
Charlotte Barrett
Scott Bassage
Fred and Christine Bay
John and Carol Bennett
Debby Bergh
Arthur Berndt
Michele Bessett and Robert Iwaskiewicz
Gayle Blake
Eric Boehm
Carl Bohlen and Kristy McLeod
Sister Mary Boiselle
Nancy Boone
Bill and Ruth Botzow
David Brandau
Peter H. Brink 
Didi Brush and Don Marsh
Ralph and Lenore Budd 
John G. Burk and Associates
Burlington Business Association
John Burt
Gina Campoli
Gregory Carbin
Elizabeth Carlson
Jack Carter
Judy Chaves and Craig Heindel
Peter Clavelle and Betsy Ferries
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, Inc.
David Coates
David Coen and Sandra Berbeco
Ed and Nancy Colodny
Katherine Coppock
Thomas Corr, Hawk & Trowell, LLC
Koran Cousino
Sally Deinzer
Val Demong
Kevin DeSanty
Courtney Dobyns
Sally Dodge and Dale Guldbrandsen
Sylvia Dodge
David Donath
Lory Doolittle
Sarah Dopp
Cricket Downey
Ben Doyle 
John Dryfhout

Jane Ewing
Fairweather Consulting
Gregory Farmer
Elizabeth Ferry
Linda Fitch and Donald Gibson
Gwendolyn Forbes
Frances Foster
Victoria Fraser
Ruth Gaillard 
Edward Gale
Barbara George
Mary Victor Giersch
Peter Gilbert and Cynthia Char
Elsa Gilbertson
Eric and Clara Gilbertson
Jeffry Glassberg and Amanda Bodell
Arlene Gokee
Audrey Graham
Christine Graham
Sandy and Peter Gregg
Growald Family Fund, Inc.
Jim and Penny Guest
Chris Hadsel and Bill Mares
Ann and Bob Hallowell
Joshua Hanford
Carol Hanley and Richard Bernstein
Thornton and Jennifer Hayslett
Richard* and Barbara Heilman
Geordie and Suzanne Heller
Cheryl and Edward Heneveld
Alison Hinchman
Russell Holmes
Bob and Cora May Howe
Bill and Lucie Huckabay
Fred Humphrey
Elizabeth Humstone
Charles Hunter
Thomas Jamison
Eleanor H. Jenks
Johnson Family Foundation
Mrs. Henry A. Jordan
David and Jane Kaufman
Jean and John Kiedaisch
Sandy and Ron Kilburn
Jane Kiser
Larry and Rhonda Kost
Ellen Kouwenhoven
Renee Kuhlman
Fred Lager and Yvette Pigeon
Lake Champlain Islands Economic 

Development Corp.
Rick and Martha Lapham
Barry and Lynne Lawson
Jim Leary
Jim and Clorinda Leddy

“I took a walk yesterday, and across 
the lake is the public beach.  
I couldn’t see the children but I could 
hear their joyful voices. I thought, 
We have to do better for these young 
people. When I see the work of PTV 
preserving buildings and building 
community, I think, Here is a group 
of people that are doing better.  
I believe that creating public good 
and preserving public good is a 
noble purpose. I hope that more of 
that happens.”

A retired car dealer from Pennsylvania, 
David Mook fell in love with Vermont 
when he attended the MFA program in 
Montpelier 21 years ago. He settled in 
Poultney, where he is on the board of 
Stone Valley Arts at Fox Hill and teaches 
at Castleton University. 
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Michael and Sandra Levine
Larry Lewack
Chester Liebs
Eleanor Long
Anita Lotto
Neale Lunderville and Dennise Casey 
Noelle MacKay
Steven and Claudia Mackenzie
Janet Macleod
Linda Markin and Marie LaPre Grabon
Peter and Isabella Martin
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell and  

Christopher W. Lovell
Charles and Rebecca McMeekin
Karen and Peter Meyer
Nick and Bridget Meyer
Pat Meyers
Maureen Mindell
Jonathan Minkoff, Abraham  Fuchsberg 

Family Foundation, Inc.
Katharine Montstream and  

Alan Dworshak
David Mook
Melinda Moulton, Main Street  

Landing Company
Nick and Carol Muller
Sharon Murray
Sarah Muyskens and Michael Green
National Preservation Network
Gail and Robert Neale
North Hero Historical Society
Daniel and Sandra O’Brien
Duncan and Sally Ogden
Nancy Osgood
Patti Ruth Page
Lyssa Papazian
Richard and Ann Park
Eve Pearce
Peggy Pearl
Raymond Pecor, Jr.
Giovanna and David Peebles
Joe Perrotto
Jess R. Phelps
Bill and Kathryn Piper
Angelo Pizzagalli
Ernest Pomerleau
Poultney Historical Society
Margaret Ramsdell
Stewart and Dorothy Read
Susan Reid
Anne Rideout
Anne Rider and Robert Hinrichs
Harriet Riggs
Ames Robb
Pat Robins and Lisa Schamberg

Reagan Roth
Laz and Stacie Scangas
Irene Schaefer
Robert and Gail Schermer
Buzz and Betsy Schmidt
Katherine and William Schubart
Elise Seraus
Bill and Jane Shearer
Peggy and Andy Shinn
Shoreham Historical Society
Michael Sirotkin
Louise Sjobeck
Ina Smith and Tom Johnson
Maggie Stier
Kit and Roger Stone
Thomas Storrow
Billy Straus and Lynn Weinstein
Valerie Talmage
David Taplin
Stephen Terry
Charlie and Mima Tipper 
Daniel Towler
Jared Ulmer
Vermont Community Foundation
Sandra Vitzthum
Emily Wadhams 
Anya Wallack
Francis Walsh
Joan and George Weir
Phyllis and Michael Wells
Anne Whitaker
Kathy and Richard White
Nancy Wood

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Kelly Baggett
Bonita Baggett

In Memory of Fred Hill
Dianne Monaco

In Memory of Gerrit Kouwenhoven
Ellen Kouwenhoven

In Memory of Charley Parker
Annie Claghorn and Catlin Fox
John Dumville
Digger Faesy and Ann Bove
Maria Percy Freund
Jane Lancaster
Kristina MacKulin and family
Glynda McKinnon
Julie Mitchell and Tom Learmonth
Carl Phelps and Nan Jenks-Jay
Diane St. Clair

In Memory of George Turner
Anonymous
Greg and Patricia Cook
James and Cathy Darragh
Adelaide McCracken and Steve Killam
Sara and Kenneth Norcross
Vicki Jo Shafer

Restricted PTV  
Special Projects
Anonymous
Rufus and Carolyn Cushman
Colleen O’Neill
David Taplin

Silent Auction  
In-Kind Donors
$500+
Bonnie Acker
Richard Arndt
Pat Avila
Harry Bliss
Concept2, Inc.
Jane Davies
Kevin and Carla Fitzgerald
Hubbardton Forge
Anna Stern Hicks
Allan Hunt & Susi Taylor
Landmark Trust USA
Archer Mayor
Robert McBride
Michael Rosen
David Taplin
Steve Thomas
Emily Wadhams
John Wadhams

Thank you to all the individuals  
and businesses that have made  
donations to our Silent Auction.

Emerging Community  
Preservation Projects
Projects receiving transitional  
fundraising support

Albany General Store
Paul and Sonya Kittredge
Patricia Smith

Briggs Opera House
Mark and Ann Beams
Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation

Centennial Field
Doris Pecor
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East Calais General Store
Alexandra Jessup Altman
Anonymous
Mary Azarian
Peter Backman and Annie Christopher
Annie Bakst
Scott Bassage
Barry Bernstein
Cameron Bradley
Ieva Bradley
Karen Lane and Justin Briggs
John C. Brooks
Brigham Brough
Peter and Jan Brough
Arlyn Bruccoli
Timothy and Karen Bunnewith
Reed Cherington
Warren and Roni Coleman
Richard Cowart and Anne Winchester
Fletcher and B. Jane Dean 
David and Claire Duke
Durward and Kay Ellis
Cornelia and Nicholas Emlen
Jane English
Patricia Garbeck
Marjorie Garfield
Olivia Gay
Gail Graham
Julia Hand
Charlotte Hanna
Paul Hannan and Cornelia Carey
Wilson Hughes
M. Kelley Hunter
Peter and Helen Johnke
Karen Klotz
Randy Koch and Stephanie Kaplan

Matthew and Mona Lutz
Richard Maizell
Chris and Melissa Marshall
Alexander Meiklejohn
Joanna Meyer
Marc and Christy Mihaly
Marianne Miller
Mary Mooney
Andrew Noyes
David and Mona Noyes
Elizabeth Noyes
Kathryn Nuissl
John Nuss
Janice and Wayne Ohlsson
Rosemarie Pelchuck
Robert Purvis
Piper and Alan Rexford
David and Susan Sawyer
Edith and Warner Shedd
Susan Shedd
Katherine Smith
Eric and Catherine Sorenson
Carolyn Rowe Stewart
Steven and Margaret Sweeney
June van Houten
Iris Wechling
Barbara Weedon
Patrick Weeks
Denise and Roger Wheeler

East Peacham School House
Anonymous
Bob and Sharon Fuehrer
Melissa Hough
Sally A. Hough Fund,  

Arizona Community Foundation

Julianne Mackey
Donald and Deane Moore
Hilary Smith
C. Dart Thalman

Elmore General Store
Patricia Capra
Shelia Rysz
Kate Louise Sprague
Susan and Bob Titterton

North Calais Memorial Hall
Scott Bassage
Nancy Boone
Peter and Jan Brough
Arlyn Bruccoli
Douglass and Lenis Bullett
Reed Cherington
Susan Donegan
Kamal El-Wattar
Jane English
Michael Fullerton and Denise Wilder
Marjorie Garfield
Laurie Grigg
Jean Hamilton
Penny Hebert
Mark Heitzman
John and Carol Jenkinson
Valeda Johnson
Dorothy and Ben Naylor
Janice and Wayne Ohlsson
Rosamond Kent Sprague
Judith Van Houten
June van Houten
Denise and Roger Wheeler

Responsible Growth Hinesburg
George and Deborah Dameron
Julie Soquet

Rupert Village Café
New York Community Trust,  

Wind Down Fund

Shrewsbury Co-op at Pierce’s Store
Anonymous 
Sanford Bragg
Mark and Carol Goodwin
David and Ann Hannay
Jason and Sarah Ingle
Patty and Prentice Stout
Tim and Nancy Stout
Lee Wilson

We have tried very hard to make sure this 
list is accurate, yet mistakes happen.  
If you see an error, please let us know so  
we can correct it. Thank you!

Grand Isle Lake House



 

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL POSITION   
September 2019

ASSETS
Cash and money market funds  $188,627 

Grants and contributions receivable $249,327 
Other receivables $34,892 
Program-related investments $2,516,826 
Beneficial interest in charitable  
remainder trust $126,500 
Investments, at fair market value $5,950,585 
Property and equipment,  
Net of accumulated depreciation $1,437,321 
TOTAL ASSETS $10,504,078 

LIABILITIES
Notes payable and advances  
from individuals  $296,306 
Accounts payable and  
accrued expenses $11,739 
Grants received in advance,  
refundable $1,022,564 
TOTAL LIABILITIES $1,330,609 

NET ASSETS
Without donor restrictions $5,388,388 
With donor restrictions $3,785,081 
TOTAL NET ASSETS $9,173,469 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND  
NET ASSETS $10,504,078 

Preservation Trust of Vermont, Inc.

Sources of Funds – $1,739,135

Uses of Funds – $1,802,828

Government &  
Foundation Grants –  

44.4%

Special Projects –  
38.2%

Programs &  
Direct Grants –  

51.3%

Individual  
Donors –  

15.6%

Bequests –  
11.5%

Program   
2.7%

Investment  
Income –  

20.9%

Fundraising  
Events – 2.6%

Administration  
& Oversight – 5.5%

Other – 2.4%

Fundraising – 5.0%

This report has been made possible during this  
 transition year by the  extraordinary effort and  

generosity of the PTV Development Committee.

USES OF FUNDS

Programs & Direct Grants Special Projects

•  Grant Program
•  Field Service Program
•  Retreat Program
•  Easement Program
•  Downtown Program
•  Emerging Community  
    Preservation Projects
•  Program Administration

•  Exit4 / Whale Dance
•  Birchdale Camp
•  Pierce’s Store
•  Vermont Marble Museum
•  Restoration Directory
•  Annual Conference
•  Vermont Story Lab
•  Special Projects Administration
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“Recently I had the chance to 
go into the Barnard General 
Store. Being able to see an older 
gentleman in his flannels, young 
families, people working making 
sandwiches, everyone inhabiting 
the space as their own and 
encountering neighbors by chance, 
drives home what gathering places 
like general stores mean to a small 
town. When you have the chance to 
experience that, you have a sense 
of why a structure is important. It’s 
funny. It’s the place. It’s the coffee. 
It’s the social lubricant of a small 
town. Countless places like that 
are still there and function in that 
way because of the work that PTV 
has done.” 

Josh Phillips was born and raised in 
Milton, VT, and after years of living in 
Baltimore, now lives with his wife, Julie, 
and their two boys in South Burlington. 
He is a graduate of the UVM Historic 
Preservation Program and a former 
member of PTV’s board of directors.

http://www.ptvermont.org

